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that in general we inhaMt trackless forests and wild moun-
tains, and that or.ee a year a few legislators come to Paris
to learn the arts of civil life, as to sow corn, plant vines,
and make operas. If this letter should contrive to scramble
through that desert Yorkshire, where your Lordship has
attempted to improve a dreary hill and uncultivated vale,
you will find I remember your commands of writing from
this capital of the world, whither I am. come for the benefit
of my country, and where I am intensely studying those
laws and that beautiful frame of government, which can
alone render a nation happy, great, and flourishing; where
lettres de cachet soften manners, and a proper distribution of
luxury and beggary ensures a common felicity. As we have
a prodigious number of students in legislature of both sexes
here at present, I will not anticipate their discoveries; but,
as your particular friend, will communicate a rare improve-
ment on nature, which these great philosophers have made,
and which would add considerable beauties to those parts
which your Lordship has already recovered from the waste,
and taught to look a little like a Christian country. The
secret is very simple, and yet demanded the effort of a
mighty genius to strike it out. It is nothing but this:
trees ought to be educated as much as men, and are strange
awkward productions when not taught to hold themselves
upright or bow on proper occasions. The academy de Belles-
Lettres have even offered a prize for the man that shall
recover the long-lost art of an ancient Greek, called le
sieur OrpJieej who instituted a dancing-school for plants,
and gave a magnificent ball on the birth of the Dauphin
of Thrace, which was performed entirely by forest-treea
In this whole kingdom there is no such thing as seeing
a tree that is not well-behaved. They are first stripped
up and then cut down; and you would as soon meet a man
with his hair about his ears as an oak or an ash. As thean avenue!   I sit contented with.
